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Press Release 
In recognition of their efforts  

SCAD honors participants in the Household Income and 
Expenditure Survey 

 
Abu Dhabi, 20 January 2020: The Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) 
organised a ceremony this morning to honor families and government agencies 
who participated in the Household Income and Expenditure Survey. The survey 
provides data on living standards, as well as the quality of life in the country.  
 
The ceremony took place at Park Hyatt, Abu Dhabi, Saadiyat Island. Directors 
General of local statistics centres and government agencies, as well as their 
representatives attended the event. Mr.  Abdullah Ahmed Al Suwaidi, Acting 
Director-General of SCAD, representatives of the country’s statistics centres, as 
well as 40 local and federal government entities, along with families who 
participated in the survey, and several social media influencers attended the 
event, as well.  
 
Mr.  Abdullah Ahmed Al Suwaidi, Acting Director-General of SCAD welcomed 
the attendees in his opening speech. He reiterated the importance of the survey 
in providing researchers the required data. 
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The samples covered the emirate of Abu Dhabi and targeted 8,784 families, 
providing an economic and social database that reflects the reality of consumer 
expenditure and income of families and individuals. It is information that is crucial 
to Gross Domestic Product (GDP), and a ready reference for the government to 
alleviate living conditions where needed. The survey also helps formulate policies 
that are in line with inflation, and achieve development and social welfare. 

 
Mr. Abdullah Ahmed Al Suwaidi reaffirmed the importance of strategic 
cooperation with government entities and statistics centres across the country in 
the Household Income and Expenditure Survey. He noted that this survey 
provides the necessary data to evaluate economic and social development 
programmes.  

 
Al Suwaidi said: “SCAD will continue to bolster its cooperation with its strategic 
partners to provide an economic and social database that reflects consumer 
spending and income of families and individuals. This data is a core element of 
the GDP and is a reference point for policy decisions to improve living conditions 
in the emirate where needed.” 
 
Al-Suwaidi also applauded the families that took part in the survey, which is one 
of the largest of its kind. This is due to its seasonal coverage of household 
expenditure on goods and services, which resulted in a 92% response rate. 
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During the ceremony, local and federal government entities supporting the 
Household Income and Expenditure Survey project were honored. Foremost was 
Ministry of Community Development - the strategic partner of the project - in 
cooperation with the Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Authority, and local 
statistics centres.  
 
The aforementioned include Dubai Statistics Center, The Sharjah Department of 
Statistics and Community Development, Ajman Statistics and Competitiveness 
Center, Ras Al Khaimah Center for Statistics and Studies and Fujairah Statistics 
Centre. Other entities included: Department of Community Development, The 
Crown Prince Court (CPC), The Majalis Affairs Office, Abu Dhabi Digital 
Authority, Abu Dhabi Housing Authority, Abu Dhabi Department of Economic 
Development, Human Resources Authority, Abu Dhabi Judicial Department, 
Department of Health – Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Department of Education and 
Knowledge, Department Of Urban Planning And Municipalities, Department of 
Energy, Abu Dhabi Police, Al-Ain Police Directorate, Abu Dhabi Retirement 
Pensions and Benefits Fund, Family Development Foundation, TAMM centre,  
General Authority of Islamic Affairs and Endowments, Khalifa Port, Abu Dhabi 
Media, Dubai Media Incorporated, Abu Dhabi Sports Council, Higher Corporation 
for Specialized Economic Zones, and UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation.  
 
Distinguished families who cooperated with fieldwork researchers and provided 
the required data were invited and honored.  
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Under the slogan ‘For a better Future for you and your Family’, Household 
Income and Expenditure Survey 2019, which lasted for more than a year, starting 
from January 2, 2019 until January, 2020, targeted 8,784 families. This included 
6,048 UAE national families, and 2,736 families residing in Abu Dhabi, Al Ain 
and Al Dhafra.  
 
The project is considered to be one of the most important surveys on living 
standards, and reveals the patterns of household expenditure and income. The 
survey is the fifth of its kind at emirate level, and the second since the founding 
of SCAD.  It is undertaken every five years. 
 
      -End- 
 
 
About Statistics Centre − Abu Dhabi (SCAD) 
Statistics Centre − Abu Dhabi (SCAD) was established in 2008 in accordance with Law No. (7), to develop 
and organize statistical work in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in particular and the United Arab Emirates in 
general. SCAD’s purpose is to produce statistical information that is consistent with the Emirate’s 
orientation towards sustainable development and strategic plans under the supervision and with full 
support of the Executive Council of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 
 
Being the of the official statistical data collection agency in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the centre 
assumes the functions of preparing the statistical plans and programs that serve the emirate’s wider 
development programs, conducting statistical surveys across the emirate. SCAD is also responsible for 
the collection, classification, storage, analysis and dissemination of official statistics and the release of 
the results of social, demographic, economic, environmental and cultural surveys. 
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The activities of the centre encompass all areas relating to social conditions in accordance with relevant 
international standards and ethics, such as independence, professionalism, impartiality, objectivity, 
confidentiality, cost effectiveness and quality of statistics. 


